






MEETING OF MAY 7, 2019 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

THRU: Don Marr, Chief of Staff 

FROM: Peter Nierengarten, Sustainability Director 

CC:  Connie Edmonston, Parks & Recreation Director 
Justin Clay, Parking Manager 
Andrea Foren, Purchasing Manager 

DATE: April 16, 2019 

SUBJECT: Styrofoam Regulations 

RECOMMENDATION: 
On April 15, 2019, The Environmental Action Committee voted unanimously (8-0) to 
recommend an ordinance to prohibit the purchase of expanded polystyrene foam with City of 
Fayetteville monies, to end the use of expanded polystyrene foam products by City 
concessionaires and food trucks in City parks and City off-street parking lots and to raise public 
awareness of the ecological damages caused by this product. 

BACKGROUND: 
Polystyrene is a form of plastic derived from fossil fuels. Polystyrene can be rigid or foamed. 
Polystyrene can be used to make a variety of products such as compact disc jewel cases, 
disposable cutlery or foam food service take-out containers and cups. Expanded Polystyrene 
(EPS) known by the trade name Styrofoamtm is commonly used for food take-out containers and 
beverage cups due to its ability to maintain heat and cold and its low cost per unit.  

Even when disposed of properly, because EPS is lightweight and floats, it can easily travel from 
the land into the creeks, rivers and lakes. Additionally, because it breaks down into smaller and 
smaller pieces it is challenging to retrieve during litter cleanups; this is not the case with other 
food containers. Due to the environmental impact of EPS, Cities nationwide have been working 
to prohibit the use and sale of these products. Many of the EPS bans have been adopted in 
cities with high value environmental resources and where tourism may be negatively impacted 
by litter. 

In November of 2018 the City of Little Rock passed Resolution Number 14,896 prohibiting the 
purchase of EPS utilizing City monies. The resolution cited the many environmental impacts of 
EPS on the Little Rock community and the lack of feasible or cost effective ways to recycle EPS 
Foam.   
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DISCUSSION: 
EPS is one of the lightest materials found in our waste stream, so analysis by weight often 
underrepresent its presence in the waste stream.  Nevertheless, a 2015 Waste Composition 
Study conducted by Kessler Consulting for the City of Fayetteville found that EPS makes up 
1.5% (by weight) of the total waste stream.  That same study found that EPS makes up 1.7% of 
Fayetteville’s roadside litter stream and as much as 5% of the litter collected at Lake 
Fayetteville.  Visually, EPS is easily identifiable in many of Fayetteville’s storm drains and 
waterways.  

EPS is difficult to recycle since it is generally not economically viable to transport the lightweight 
and high-volume waste to distant recycling centers that have the specialized equipment to melt 
it back into a reusable form. Moreover, EPS that is contaminated by food must be cleaned in 
order to be recycled. Currently, there is not a viable recycling facility in Northwest Arkansas for 
EPS. 

BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT: 
Staff is not currently aware of any City monies that are being used to purchase Styrofoam, 
therefore Sustainability staff will work with the Purchasing Division to ensure that this practice 
continues.    Staff from Parks & Recreation, Parking, Recycling and Trash Collection and 
Sustainability will reach out to concessionaires, vendors, food truck operators, and event 
organizers that operate on City property to ensure that they are aware of new regulations 
regarding Styrofoam usage and to educate them about alternative materials that may be used. 

Attachments: 
None 






