City of Fayetteville Staff Review Form

2019-0494
Legistar File ID

9/3/2019
City Council Meeting Date - Agenda Item Only
N/A for Non-Agenda Item

Byron Humphry

8/14/2019

PARKS & RECREATION (520)

Submitted By

Submitted Date

Division / Department

Action Recommendation:
City Council Resolution to Amend Chapter 97.066 of the Fayetteville City Ordinances to reflect state law with
regards to the right to carry a concealed handgun in a public park with a special concealed handgun permit.

Budget Impact:
Account Number

Fund

Project Number

Project Title

Budgeted Item?

NA

Current Budget

$

-

Funds Obligated

$

-

Current Balance

$

-

$

-

Does item have a cost?

NA

Item Cost

Budget Adjustment Attached?

NA

Budget Adjustment
Remaining Budget

Must Attach Completed Budget Adjustment!

Purchase Order Number:

Previous Ordinance or Resolution #

Change Order Number:

Approval Date:

Original Contract Number:
Comments:

V20180321

MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2019
TO:

Mayor and City Council

THRU:

Kit Williams, City Attorney
Connie Edmonston, Parks and Recreation Director

FROM:

Byron Humphry, Park Maintenance Superintendent

DATE:

August 14, 2019

SUBJECT:
Amend Chapter 97.066 of the City of Fayetteville Code of Ordinances to
reflect state law with regards to the right to carry a concealed handgun in a public park
with a special concealed handgun permit.

RECOMMENDATION:
Amend Chapter 97.066 of the City of Fayetteville Code of Ordinances to reflect state law with
regards to the right to carry a concealed handgun in a public park with a special concealed
handgun permit.
BACKGROUND:
For decades, the City of Fayetteville has prohibited firearms in City Parks under Chapter 97.066
of the City of Fayetteville Code of Ordinances.
“97.066 Hunting and Firearms – No person in a park shall hunt, trap or pursue wildlife at
any time; provided that the trapping of muskrats, beavers or other burrowing animals
may be permitted on city reservoirs and waterways upon approval of the Mayor for the
protection of earthen dams. No person except city police and Animal Control Officers
shall use, carry, or possess firearms of any description or air rifles, spring guns, slings,
traps, or other weapons or devices potentially inimical to wildlife or dangerous to human
safety. Bows and arrows will be permitted on archery ranges so designated and
supervised by the city.”
DISCUSSION:
Recent discussion concerning whether open carry of firearms is allowed in parks has brought
attention to the fact that the State Legislature has taken away the City’s power to ban concealed
handguns in city parks if carried by a person who has obtained the special concealed carry
permit.
While open carry of a firearm in a park (including trails) is still legally prohibited by 97.066, the
Code needs to be amended to comply with the concealed carry exception.

The following statement should be added to Chapter 97.066 of City Code:
“A.C.A. 5-73-322(h) allows a person with the special concealed carry permit authorized
by A.C.A. 5-73-322(g) to carry a concealed handgun in a city park.”
BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT:
The amendment to the City Code has no budget impact.
Attachments:
City Attorney Memo date June 3, 2019

2

